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I ntroduction

In adiscussion among college students the topic turns to belief in God. One young man
responds, “1 don’t believe in God because, frankly, the world works fine without God. We don’t
have a need for God anymore.”

"We have agood idea how the world works - no, we don’t know all about it - but we know
pretty well what’s going on. Thereisno need for aGod. Likeit or not, what you see is what
you get.”

In the city of Sychar Jesus sits by awell in the hot sun. It’s noon, and the sun is burning
down. While he isthere awoman comes to the well to draw water.

It's very unusual for awoman to draw water at this time of day because the sun is so hot.
Usually people come to get water early in the day. This can even be atime for women to talk
together asthey are getting water. It isoften work and socializing at the same time.

But thiswoman isalone. She's herein the heat of the sun. |s she an outcast? Does she come
now because she knows the other women won't be here? Does she come at this time so she
won't have to face ugly stares and rude comments?

Assheisdrawing water for herself, Jesus asks her for adrink. The woman is shocked. “You,
aJew, ask adrink of me, a Samaritan?’ Her surpriseis because Jews didn’'t have anything to do
with Samaritans. They looked down on them as half-breeds, as people who mixed their faith
with other cultures and religions.

A Jew wouldn’'t ask a Samaritan for help, and would never make himself unclean by sharing
water with a Samaritan. But, there’s more here. Men in Jesus time never spoke to women in
public. It was unheard of.

Y ou might have picked up this concern when later in this account the disciples returned from
town. John says they “were astonished that he was speaking to awoman.” Even Jesus disciples,
who knew him pretty well, were amazed that he was talking to awoman. Jesusis breaking the
taboos of hisreligion and his society.

In his conversation with the Samaritan woman Jesus tells her things about her life that she
thought no one knew. She'savirtual Elizabeth Taylor - she’'s had 5 husbands and now she’s
living with a man to whom sheisn’t married.

Jesus talks with this outcast woman about faith, living water, eternal life. They talk about the
proper place and way to worship. Again Jesus breaks open the accepted opinionsto let awhole
new understanding shinein.
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Jesus meets a Samaritan woman and shocks her, amazes her, opens up whole new concepts
for her. And more importantly, awhole new world of hope. Her responseto all thisis, “He
couldn’t be the Messiah, could he?’

Not just in what he says, but in what he does, Jesus breaks down barriers between people. He
speaks to awoman; he shares awater ladle with areligious outcast; he talks with a woman whom
others regject.

Any one of these actionsis unheard of. Together they are clear acts of deviance, and
intentional actionsto tear away the categories of judgment we put up. As Jesus beginsto bring
in the coming Kingdom of God he demonstrates that it has to do with breaking down barriers
between people.

In his actions toward those who are looked down on and condemned, he shows that we need
to especialy take away the barriers of judgment. The guiding principle of the LOGOS program
isthat we “treat everyone asachild of God.” It'ssuch asimplerule, but adifficult oneto live.

From this story it appears that this attitude is what Jesus is talking about. He accepts
everyone - not by their reputation, not by what others say about them - but as a child of God. He
accepts everyone as a person who has real feelings, someone who cares about their relationship
with God, even if their lives don’t seem to show it. Jesus accepts people as they are and then
draws them to himself.

To me this shows again that God is rarely what we want God to be. We keep trying to form
God in our own image - to create agod that we can be comfortable with.

The old saying goes that “In the beginning God created humans beings in hisimage, and we
have been returning the favor ever since.” We keep creating God in our image.

In reality God is mysterious. If we take God serioudly in our lives, God is both comforting
and unsettling. God shakes up the world we think we understand. As Jesus shows us sometimes
he disturbs the peace.

God won't alow the comfortable prejudices we hold onto. Especialy when we want to
judge other people - like the Samaritan woman at the well. Jesus example shows us that we are
too shortsighted, too self-righteous.

The fact is people had good reason to judge thiswoman. Sheis part of agroup that has
watered down the faith, mixed it with other beliefs. 1t would be like someone today who wanted
to be Christian and aso hold onto some Hindu beliefs and maybe mix in alittle new age religion.

Jesus say's some pretty strong words about the sanctity of marriage, but here is a person who
has been in and out of marriages asif they were casual relationships. But Jesustalksto her asa
person of value and a child of God. He talks with her about faith, and draws her to himself.
Jesus said to us, “Judge not that you be not judged.” Here he gives us an example of what he
means.

Through Jesus we see how limited our sight is. We see how little we know of God' s will.
How little we understand of God’ s world.
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Conclusion

There lived a man whom you would have to consider afailure. He was forced to declare
bankruptcy. His marriage was, to say the least, a difficult one. He started a small law practice
that never went very far.

He tried running for office and lost most of those elections. Many of his close friends turned
against him. If you wereto look at his resume, you wouldn’t hire him on a bet.

That man was, of course, Abraham Lincoln. Hislife had plenty of failuresinit. But God saw
morein his life than the people around him did. And Lincoln saw God in hislife. And that
made al the difference.

We think we know the world, and how it works. But we have hardly seen thetip of the
iceberg. God is doing more than we can imagine. God isworking through lives we don’t think
worth the time. Where we judge people, God often sees great potential.

Amen
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